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Ray Lindsay and fellow photographer Roy Norr, prior to a flight from Vancouverôs Pearson 

Field, ca. 1927 (see pg. 17) 

Ray Lindsay Collection, Pearson Air Museum  
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Presidentôs Message 
This fall marks my tenth anniversary of working at 

WSU. Over the years and especially during the tours of 

my department that I give to colleagues, students, and 

donors, Iôve had the opportunity to reflect on both the 

great decisions by my predecessors and some that were 

more questionable. 

 

Iôm grateful to John Elwood, the former Chair of the 

WSU English Department for persuading the WSU Li-

brary Director, Donald Smith, and other campus admin-

istrators to purchase Leonard and Virginia Woolfôs per-

sonal, working library. In 1970, scholarly interest in 

Virginia Woolf was arguably at its lowest ebb. British 

institutions were not interested in acquiring the library 

described by one bookseller as a ñmotley lot,ò but WSU 

invested $30,000 and in exchange acquired 9,973 books 

once owned by the Woolfs. In those heady days of the 

early 1970s my predecessors also secured multiple lots 

of early Hogarth Press imprints from Sothebyôs. For 

these decisions, I say well done.  

 

Unfortunately, in the later 1970s and early 1980s, a 

more dubious sequence of events led to the temporary 

hiring at WSU of an amateur book binder to repair hun-

dreds of early printed books. In my current role as the 

Interim Department Head, I can more clearly see how 

events may have transpired. There was a problem, hun-

dreds of books needed repairs, and the library had lim-

ited resources to ship the books off to the Westside for 

proper conservation. We could leave the books alone, 

box them, or try this amateur book binder. Much to my 

chagrin, my predecessor chose the last option. The 

ñrepairsò proceeded rapidly and on the surface looked 

pretty good. However, as the decades have passed, the 

acidic glue has hardened to the point to where now itôs 

extremely difficult to open the books. Closer examina-

tion of the books revealed a litany of conservation hor-

rors: copious amounts of highly acidic adhesive, acidic 

endpapers and pastedowns (sometimes over early in-

scriptions and bookplates), contemporary bindings cov-

ered over, cords cut, and the list goes on. Luckily, the 

Washington State Library opened a series of competi-

(Continued on page 23) 
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In 1976 the Montana Historical Society received a 

small handwritten Civil War diary by Valentine 

Thuma from a Jefferson County District Court judge. 

As part of a clean-up of our online cataloging, I re-

cently came across the diary and began to wonder 

why it was in Montana. A penciled note on the diary 

indicated it was used as an exhibit in a court case. A 

search of census records gave no indication he ever 

lived in Montana. National census records had no 

record of him except on the 1860 Ohio census.  

There appear to be no Civil War service or pension 

records for him. The diary itself indicated he served 

The Mystery of Valentine Thuma, or Why I Love my Job So Much 
ðEllie Arguimbau, Montana Historical Society 

from April-August of 1861. It also gave his birth 

date as June 22, 1838.  

 

Via a genealogy websiteôs query system, I discov-

ered that Elizabeth Trescott of the Gettysburg Na-

tional Military Park was also searching for him. We 

began corresponding. Gradually I began to piece to-

gether his life. 

 

A search of FamilySearch.org located a family group 

sheet, showing Valentine, his parents Jacob and Leah 

(Continued on page 4) 


